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My name is Paxton Lee Chadwick. I go by Ryker. I’ve been in the Hell’s Retribution MC for thirty-
five years. For twenty-three of those years I was the VP. The majority of my time in the club I’d
have given anything to be out of that godforsaken MC. The Prez, King, was a soulless man with
a heart blacker than coal. He had a daughter who took after him in every way.Two days after my
dad was killed, I was conned into doing something I didn’t want to do. I had still been grieving for
my dad and had no business making a life altering decision. I was twenty-one when that
happened.You know how you go through life and wish you could have a do-over? I wish like hell I
could do that over. Yet if I was told that I could be given that wish, I wouldn’t take it. There is no
way I would ever think about giving up my four youngest children. Not even for the love of my
life.Earlier this year, at the age of fifty-three, I learned I had another son named Bane and a
daughter named Leigh. To a man like me who had always wanted kids, it was a happy moment,
albeit bittersweet. I had missed twenty-eight years of my son’s life and twenty-seven of my
daughter’s. That cut me to the core.Fearing for my younger children’s safety, I turned to Bane’s
MC, Angel’s Rebellion, for help. Once on their compound, I found the things I had been
searching for my entire life. Things that made me envy the Brothers of the MC.I discovered one
more thing. The woman who had held my heart for the past twenty-nine years. A woman who
had made my world come alive. A woman I had pushed away. A woman I’d yearned for every day
since then.A woman who now hates me and I have no one to blame but myself.Note: This book
is intended for mature readers 18 years and older. It may include sexual situations, biker slang,
strong profane language, sexual assault, abuse, depression, murder and violence.

“[Scott’s work] has focussed on a skeptical, peasant’s-eye view of state formation. . . . His best-
known book, Seeing Like a State, has become a touchstone for political scientists, and amounts
to a blistering critique of central planning and ‘high modernism.’ . . . Scott’s new book extends
these ideas into the deep past, and draws on existing research to argue that ours is not a story
of linear progress, that the time line is much more complicated, and that the causal sequences
of the standard version are wrong.”—John Lanchester, New Yorker“Against the Grain delivers
not only a darker story but also a broad understanding of the forces that shaped the formation of
states and why they collapsed — right up to the industrial age . . . an excellent book.”—Ben
Collyer, New Scientist“Scott offers an alternative to the conventional narrative that is altogether
more fascinating, not least in the way it omits any self-congratulation about human achievement.
His account of the deep past doesn’t purport to be definitive, but it is surely more accurate than
the one we are used to.”—Steven Mithen, London Review of Books“Forget the Paleo Diet: Scott
goes all the way in showing how early nomadic peoples in the Fertile Crescent were fitter,
happier and more productive than the semi-enslaved ziggurat-builders of the ancient



Mesopotamian cities.”—James Whipple (M.E.S.H), Frieze“This is an important book, which
should be read by every educated person. The story it tells is so different, so opposed, to the
received narrative it deserves to be everywhere known. Scott’s presentation of evidence is so
complete that the received narrative simply can no longer stand. Additionally, Scott writes
extremely well: a clear, unambiguous, approachable style, with occasional sparkles of gentle
humour to ease the way. The book is an intellectual delight.”—George Gale, Metascience“Scott’s
original book is history as it should be written” — Barry Cunliffe, Guardian“James C. Scott's
oeuvre is among the most important in contemporary political theory. Against the Grain is a
significant addition to it, as Scott issues the challenge of an anti-authoritarian approach to our
political origins” —Crispin Sartwell, Times Literary Supplement“History as it should be written—
an analysis of the deep forces exposed to the eternal conflict between humans and their
environment. What makes it even more welcome is that it has been written with the enthusiasm
of discovery.”—Barry Cunliffe, Guardian“Written with great enthusiasm and characteristic flair . . .
Scott hits the nail squarely on the head by exposing the staggering price our ancestors paid for
civilisation and political order.”—Walter Scheidel, Financial TimesAn Economist Best History
Book 2017“Fascinating.”—George Monbiot, Guardian“The most interesting non-fiction read of
the year. . . . Urgently recommended, and fun to read as well.”—Tyler Cowen, Marginal
Revolution“Fascinating. . . . Our agrarian-biased view of history, Scott concludes, could use
some reworking. Most of the world’s early human populations likely enjoyed semisettled,
semiagrarian lives beyond the state’s grasp.”—Suzanne Shablovsky, Science“Fascinating. . . .
Thinkers like Scott remind us that who we thought we are might not necessarily be the case.
Such knowledge is empowering.”—Derek Beres, Big Think“[Against the Grain] presents a
comprehensive and convincing case that the transition from hunter-gatherer nomadism to
permanent, agriculturally dependent settlements was a complete disaster for humankind. . . .
Whatever your political leanings, the implications of Scott’s book are as fascinating as they are
wide-ranging.”—Will Collins, The American Conservative“James C. Scott [is] an eminent and
iconoclastic political scientist. . . . In his rich and varied career, Scott has found many ways to
second-guess structures that prop up the powerful. . . . Although Against the Grain is not a large
book, it is a kind of thematic summa of Scott’s work so far, as it reworks the entire canvas of
history by reconsidering its origins through the lens of state-formation.”—Jedediah Purdy, The
New Republic“One of those rare books that really changes your worldview — or somehow
crystallizes where your mind has been trending.”—Andrew Sullivan, Daily Intelligencer, New
York Magazine“For more than 40 years, James Scott has written about those who resist being
incorporated into political-economic systems. . . . In a provocative new book, Against the Grain,
Scott now challenges us to rethink legends about the state and its origins.”—Jacob Levy,
Reason“The story of a complex pattern of grain agriculture, early states, forced labor, and the
extraction of surplus, and how all of these things were connected in ways that researchers
previously never suspected. . . Scott is a writer of extraordinary talent. . . . The constant interplay
between the present and the distant past is one of the most appealing aspects of this book.”—



Jason Kuznicki, Cato Journal“Extremely well written and informative. . . . A very important and
original contribution to the growing literature on the political economy of the state.”—Ennio E.
Piano, Public Choice“Against the Grain . . . is bound to shape how we think about this topic for
years to come.”—Johann Strube, Agriculture and Human Values"Scott's book brilliantly delivers
on the promises it makes . . . and will hopefully find its proper place as required reading on all
syllabi introducing students to the politics and history of state formation and political regimes."—
Diana Kim, Governance"This concise, useful, and opinionated book is a critical overview of early
state formation in Mesopotamia. . . . [It] offers a stimulating perspective."—Roger L. Albin,
Journal of World History“Scott’s research is extraordinarily meticulous and detailed, and the
lives of his imagined first citizens are unlike anything existing today. . . . Against the Grain
deserves a wide readership. It has made me look afresh at the urban world.”—Tim Flannery,
New York Review of BooksFinalist for the 2018 CT Book Award“A sweeping and provocative
look at the 'rise of civilization,' focusing particularly on those parts, peoples, and issues that are
normally overlooked in conventional historical narratives.”—Alison Betts, The University of
Sydney“This book is fascinating and original, containing a lesson on every page. Brilliant. James
Scott is a legend."—Tim Harford, author of Messy and The Undercover Economist"Scott is at
his most intellectually omnivorous in Against the Grain, drawing on a vast array of sources to
upend our basic assumptions about state formation and civilization."—Edward D. Melillo, author
of Strangers on Familiar Soil: Rediscovering the Chile-California Connection“Against the Grain is
not just a “counternarrative,” an outsider’s skeptical reaction to received wisdom about the
evolution of agricultural systems and the first states in Mesopotamia. Vainglorious kings with
their generals and armies, sycophantic scribes, and royal architects and engineers are not
Scott’s heroes. His concerns are with urban laborers, peasants, and barbarians and the
cleavage planes of resistance to rulers. Those studying Mesopotamia—and other early states—
take heed.”—Norman Yoffee, editor of Early Cities in Comparative Perspective“A contemporary
master of the political counter-narrative has produced a book on the origins of civilization – this
is, quite simply, a must-read.”—David Wengrow, author of What Makes Civilization?--This text
refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorJames C. Scott is
Sterling Professor of Political Science and codirector of the Agrarian Studies Program at Yale
University. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Carolina Triad, “It's Never Too Late. It will take me about a week to recover from all the action in
Ryker!Ryker and Deb are the poster couple for second chances. It was a relief to watch her
growth as a woman and a mother once she learned of Bane’s demons. It started her journey of
true introspection. The single greatest force in the reconciliation of Ry and Deb was Trina. She’s
a force to be reckoned with and I hope something wonderful happens for her. Ryker’s complete
honesty with Deb was refreshing – sad but refreshing.I’m also intrigued by some of the
similarities between Ry and Viper. Maybe Lorna will be able to shed some light on that - is there
a backstory, was Grandpa Davis getting frisky?The sub-stories in this book alone are
phenomenal. Jace and Reb mirroring their own dad in their devotion to parenting. Pred’s loyalty
and support. Clair’s long-time dream of opening her heart to a child happening in a blink, Risky
being seamlessly absorbed into the Davis clan, Vision finally coming home to his Jett. Just those
stories are enough to make a book. But oh no, no, no, first we’ve gotta get the HRMC guys out of
South Dakota alive.Without the timeline she meticulously uses and the intricate character list, I’m
pretty sure I would be stumbling around blindly in this saga.This is another terrific story, always
holding true to the time period she writes about. This story is a worthy addition to the ARMC
series. Congratulations, Jeneveir Evans.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Fantastic!!!. I almost didn't read this series because I don't read ff anything.
But I knew I wanted to read the other books and was worried I'd miss something. I was right.
Thank God there were only a few ff sex scenes. Anyway, this is not a series in my opinion, this is
a saga. One book leads right into the next even though most of the books feature a different
couple in each one. I couldn't put any of them down. I laughed and cried along with each
character. I read a lot and very few writers write that well. I loved the dates at the top of the
chapter. Definitely helps with the passage of time that's required in this saga. I don't care for a
series to last longer than ten books. Most authors have trouble coming up with new personalities
and scenarios about that time. But not in this series. I actually hope there are more to come.
Maybe even a spinoff since the club is getting so big and human trafficking so spread out.
Another club or ARMC startup to keep the fight going. Also Ms. Evans has brought some things
to light for me about children being raped and some consequences I never thought about. Thank
you for that insight. There's definitely a lot of triggers but if you can tolerate it, this series is a
must read. GREAT JOB Ms. Evans! Highly recommended!”

Nicole Hudson, “I am never disappointed!. I have been in love since the first book. Ryker and
Deb had a story I wanted to read. They had an opportunity for a second chances at love. Do
they take it is the question? I enjoy getting a look at the life’s of the previous couples and seeing
new and exciting connections start. Angel’s Rebellion is growing as a Club while continuing
helping those who are the under dogs / those in need. You will not be disappointed Jeneveir



Evans books have the romance, action, friendship, and the unexpected. All the ingredients need
for a book you will love and enjoy rereading time and time again.”

Mary, “Excellent Story. This book was well worth waiting for. Ryker wss everything and more. I
could not put it down. This author is so talented that there sre multiple sub stories within the
boom that she brings together so beautifully. I cannot wait for the next book and the continuation
of this series. These books bring out all the emotions and tears of happiness and sadness. She
keeps the characters from previous books in the story line and I so love that. I could go on.
Read the series.  It is excellent!”

Kim Burns, “Blockbuster Book. WOW..... What a book. There was so much action going on I
didn't want to put it down. The way Jeneveir can spin a story and keep you glued to the pages I'd
outstanding. She interlocks characters in every book but still keeps the storyline easy to follow.
I'm glad Ryker and Deb got their HEA. Bane is now settled with all his family. Can't wait to hear
more about the new characters introduced. Also what's install for Feb and Pred.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Awesome as always!!!. Jeneveir never lets me down! Her books are always
such an emotional ride!! It was so great to see Ryker and Deb's reunion unfold. Now I'm ready to
see who she leads us to next!!! I really want Leigh to have her story soon. And also Brax!!!! And
now we have Vision and all of the new guys from South Dakota! Benefit keeps adding characters
that give endless possibilities of future books! I love it!!!”

Angie R, “Another Hit!. Jen! You have done it again! You are a Master at showing how beautiful
Heartbreak becoming a True Love that can’t be broken really is! Staying true to your writing skills
you keeping us up-to-date with all our favorite characters at the same time. Thank you for being
an awesome lady and an awesome writer keep up the great work!”

Zdibido, “Fantastic book. Wow, what a rollercoaster of a ride this book was. Star crossed lovers
Deb and Ryker meet again when he comes to visit Bane. They have a lot of healing and
misunderstandings to get through before they find them happy. And of course it was fantastic to
catch up with rest of the MC.”

sue xx, “Angels club.. I truly have enjoyed following all the club.ive laughter,cried,cheered,sang
with them all,their old ladies are amazing,so funny ,very strong minded,big hearts.The journeys
have been amazing,finding each other,don't want them to end,hope more to follow,will be
looking forward to more journeys.”

Moira A, “Another great chapter in this saga. I have high expectations of this author and she
never fails to deliver, I love the way the story wraps around so many characters and dips in and
out of their lives always dangling little titbits to draw the reader in and keep them wanting more,



definitely worth a read although I'd recommend starting from the beginning - can't wait for the
next instalment!”

Linda Brown, “Wow. Omg, I loved it. I had tears, I've laughed and smiled alot reading this book. I
so enjoyed reading Ryker's story. It's like visiting old friends, and this series just gets better with
every book.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Great storyline. Yet again this author delivers a fantastic storyline with
plenty of action and lots emotional situations. I cannot wait to read the next book in the series”

The book by Jeneveir Evans has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 232 people have provided feedback.
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